
†   CARLO’S TALE   ¢

People are so stupid. You’ve always been trusted 
and believed, as if an open face and a quick smile 
could never hide a selfish heart and a lying tongue. 
Still, if God had not meant them to be sheared, he 
wouldn’t have made them sheep. And you do have 
honor of sorts, sticking to the truth where you can, 
even if you know how to shape, bend and frame it. 
Whether a get-rich-scheme in Venice or a wealthy 
widow’s bed in Parma, you’ve been into everything 
you thought you could turn to your advantage, 
relying on a witty joke, a humble apology, or if all 
else fails a fast horse or a sharp knife to get you out 
of trouble when things go bad. As they always do. 
But you’re not downhearted, as there’s always some 
new opportunity on the horizon! Especially now 
there is the Coolest. Thing. Evar: flying! Woo-hoo!

BODY

Appalling shot 2
Decent horseman 5
Glib lies 7
Hold your drink 6
Knife in the back 5
Outrun pursuer 5
Swimmer 5
Trustworthy face 6
Twinkling charmer 6

DAMAGE

Carlo di Benedetto
everybody’s best friend, the cheeriest 
frat-boy opportunist around

RELATIONSHIPS

Girl in every city 5

 (former lover) 3

 (former partner-in-
crime) 4

 (other) 3

DOUBTS

GOALS

1. Marry a rich, doting widow and live a life of 
dissolute ease

2. Pull off the kind of scam that will make you a 
living legend among other conmen

3. MIND

Fly glider 4

I’ve got a plan 6

Quick wits 5

Quicker tongue 6

Spent a year in Venice 6

Well-travelled 5

DAMAGE

SOUL

Astonishingly self-serving 6

Eye for the lay-dees 6

Frighteningly plausible 5

Good judge of character 5

Incurable optimist 5

Loves flying 6

Woo-hoo! 5

DAMAGE

WEALTH

Down on his luck:  2d



‘PONY’ GLIDER

OK, so it’s not the most portable of possessions, nor is it 
one of the big ‘destrier’ gliders the couriers and airmigers 
(air-knights) of Florence use; it is largely an unpowered 
glider that needs to be launched from a tower and a cliff, 
although you can provide a little extra lift and some 
guidance through your own muscle-power. Nor can you carry 
much of any weight. But who cares: it’s flying, man! 
Soaring through the sky, not needing to land at one of the 
handful of aliantodromes the Florentines operate, even at the 
cost of a few bruises! What a rush!

Glide through the air 6

Rough landing 5

Vaguely in the right direction 5

THE RING OF FRANCESCA DA 
CARRARA

Let’s draw a veil over quite why you have the distinctive 
ring of the wife of one of the most powerful nobles of 
Padua, a city west of Venice under Venetian rule. 
Suffice it to say, it involved a brief but torrid affair, 
three chickens, a gift of incense and a thrilling 
experiment in whether you could leap out of a fourth-floor 
window before Signor’ da Carrara’s guards could knock 
down the door. ‘Nuff said. Anyway, it is a valuable item 
in it’s own right, but very recognizable.

Glittering prize 6 (or +2d)
Mark of the da Carraras 9 (or +/-3d)

†   WHAT ALL KNOW   ¢

It is the Year of Our Lord, 1510, and the world 
is changing.

Who knows what might have happened had 
Niccolo Machiavelli, secretary of the Ten of 
Freedom & Peace (the security council of the 
Italian Republic of Florence) had not 
recognized the true genius of Leonardo da 
Vinci? The Great Engineer might have wasted 
his time painting portraits of women and 
doodling. Instead, Florence’s screwcopters, 
gun-turtles and organ-guns make it secure 
against the armies of the Pope, Milan and the 
French and a haven for radical thinkers, artists 
and other inventors inspired by his example.

Machiavelli and his ally, Florentine president 
Pier Soderini, now preside over an era of 
headlong economic, social and political change. 
The Republics of Lucca and Siena are now 
subjects, the Duchy of Ferrara a subservient 
ally. As officine (workshops) and factories 
spread around Florence and the republic’s 
other cities, and as water-powered mills and 
hand-cranked spring-looms change the face of 
industry, a new working class is emerging. The 
‘Fearsome Pope’ Julius II thunders against 
‘godless clockocracy’ and his Inquisitors warn 
of crusades to come. The Medici banking 
family, who ruled Florence until the Great 
November Revolution of 1494, scheme in exile. 
Glittering Milan in the north tried last year to 
conquer the Republic, but its armies were 
shattered at Parma and now its envoys talk 
pacts with the French and the Pope. The 
brooding maritime power and police state 
which is Venice to the north-east affects not to 
care about what happens in the rest of Italy, 
being more concerned about its Mediterranean 
possessions and the rise of the Moslem 
Ottoman Empire, but its spies constantly seek 
out Florentine technology… 

Wheel-lock pistol +2d (short-range)
Stolen sword +2d
Cheap but flashy knife +1d
Cheaper and flashier jewelry +1d

AIRMIGER’S MASK

You don’t know how this piece of Florentine technology works; you don’t care. What you do know is 
that this mask, issued to the airmigers of the Republic, allows you to breathe normally in higher 
altitudes, whether otherwise your breath would be short, and even for a while ignore noxious vapors 
or, for a few minutes and with the insertion of cork plugs into appropriate holes, breathe 
underwater.

Breath-mask 6 (or +2d)
Breathe underwater 4
Pass for a Florentine air-knight 6 (or +2d)


