
†   MORDECHAI’S TALE   ¢

You resent having wear the yellow badge of a Jew, 
but if this is what it takes to be part of the new 
scientific revolution, so be it. The majority of 
Florentine Jews, who had been protected by the 
Medici, fled when they were ousted, but a few have 
since returned. Most are attracted by economic 
opportunities, but you are entranced by the new 
technologies. In clocking (technically, the science of 
analytic horologic), the programming of automata 
and thinking engines, man comes closest to the 
divine, and in the purity of codes lies the 
numerological glory of the kabbalah. The 
Florentines - including da Vinci himself - quickly 
appreciated your talent and passion, even if your 
father the banker and uncle the rabbi now in exile in 
Milan do not, something that pains you, even if at 
present it does not stop you...

BODY

Boating 5

Jewish appearance 5

Nimble fingers 5

Poker face 5

Unscientific stab 3

Weak constitution 5

DAMAGE

Mordechai d’Israele
the Jewish clocker and kabbalistic 
cryptographer

RELATIONSHIPS

Committed to the Florentine Revolution 4

Committed to Science 6

Protege of the Great Engineer (da Vinci) 5

Black sheep of his family 7

DOUBTS

GOALS

1. Demonstrate that Jews are every bit as worthy and 
valuable as gentiles

2. Prove to your family that you have made the right 
life-choice

3. MIND

A mind for numbers 6
Booksmart 6
Clocker 6
Codemaker and codebreaker 7
Concentrate on the task in hand 6
Detect patterns 5
Engineer 6
Hebrew lore 5
Literate in many tongues 6

DAMAGE

SOUL

A Jew in an anti-semitic age 6

Love of puzzles 6

Melancholy moments 5

Meticulous in all things 6

Numerologically superstitious 5

Passion for science 6

DAMAGE

WEALTH

Rising journeyman:  3d



THE CLOCKWORK CROCODILE

One of your lesser inventions is this miniature 
automaton that fully-wound can move for around 5 
minutes. Using a small whale-bone tape, you can program 
it to follow a specific route and carry out simple actions, 
when triggered.

Waddling clockwork croc 6
Overawe yokels 7 (or +2d)
Snapping bite 3

MORDECHAI’S RING

Your distinctive ring - your own invention - is more than 
just fine jewelry. It is a wind-up watch with an alarm that 
silently vibrates on your finger. Plugging it into a keyhole, 
you can use your Clocking (programming) trait to pick the 
lock. After five minutes’ winding, the tempered steel 
cogwheel at its heart can even grind through an inch of 
iron...

Ring of many uses +2d

†   WHAT ALL KNOW   ¢

It is the Year of Our Lord, 1510, and the world 
is changing.

Who knows what might have happened had 
Niccolo Machiavelli, secretary of the Ten of 
Freedom & Peace (the security council of the 
Italian Republic of Florence) had not 
recognized the true genius of Leonardo da 
Vinci? The Great Engineer might have wasted 
his time painting portraits of women and 
doodling. Instead, Florence’s screwcopters, 
gun-turtles and organ-guns make it secure 
against the armies of the Pope, Milan and the 
French and a haven for radical thinkers, artists 
and other inventors inspired by his example.

Machiavelli and his ally, Florentine president 
Pier Soderini, now preside over an era of 
headlong economic, social and political change. 
The Republics of Lucca and Siena are now 
subjects, the Duchy of Ferrara a subservient 
ally. As officine (workshops) and factories 
spread around Florence and the republic’s 
other cities, and as water-powered mills and 
hand-cranked spring-looms change the face of 
industry, a new working class is emerging. The 
‘Fearsome Pope’ Julius II thunders against 
‘godless clockocracy’ and his Inquisitors warn 
of crusades to come. The Medici banking 
family, who ruled Florence until the Great 
November Revolution of 1494, scheme in exile. 
Glittering Milan in the north tried last year to 
conquer the Republic, but its armies were 
shattered at Parma and now its envoys talk 
pacts with the French and the Pope. The 
brooding maritime power and police state 
which is Venice to the north-east affects not to 
care about what happens in the rest of Italy, 
being more concerned about its Mediterranean 
possessions and the rise of the Moslem 
Ottoman Empire, but its spies constantly seek 
out Florentine technology… 

Dagger +1d

Paper and pens +1d

Clockwork abacus +2d

THE DRY DRIVE

The great goal is, of course, a portable analytic engine, although such a 
device is presently unthinkable. You have, however, come up with a clever 
half-way house. With the addition of one or more water clocks (‘wet 
drives’) to provide processing capacity, this device can use them for 
simple computing. You are very jealous of this marvel and thus have 
built in complex coded lock-outs to prevent use by others.

Analytic computation 6 (+2d)

Secret access codes 9

It’s not easy being a Jew…

Florence is relatively liberal. Jews must wear a yellow circle 
badge, refrain from open religious rites and pay extra taxes. 
However, after a brief outburst of violence and looting in 

1494-5, they are largely protected. In the Papal states, it’s 
much, much worse - there Jews have few rights and must 
wear distinctive conical red hats. In Venice, the law requires 
that they wear yellow hats and should only be on the street 
during the hours of darkness in the company of non-Jews.


