
†   MARIA’S TALE   ¢

When surgeons get their hands on dead bodies, they 
usually cut them up for anatomical study. When 
they get nearly-dead ones, some are tempted just to 
help nature on its way; you were lucky to fall into 
the hands of Niccolo Leoniceno, the master-surgeon 
of Ferrara. Your naked, battered body had been 
dumped in the near-frozen waters of the River Po. 
Somehow the icy waters had preserved you enough 
that he could revive you with the amazing one-off 
clockwork heart. Your memories are lost, your past 
unknown, but nonetheless Florentine spymaster 
Francesco Soderini, a friend of Leoninceno’s, took 
you under his wing. You thrived in his service, as 
sometimes spy, sometimes courier, sometimes 
sounding board. But increasingly you have been 
having vivid nightmare of hands pushing you under 
the ice, and soon you will have to spy out your own 
past...

BODY

Competent swordswoman 4

Cool looks 5

Crack shot 6

Horsewoman 6

Perfectly still 4

Precise knifewoman 6

Suffers from the cold 4

DAMAGE

Maria 

the woman with no past and a 

clockwork future 

RELATIONSHIPS

Like a daughter to Leoninceno 7

Protege of Francesco Soderini 6

 (informant) 4

 (Florentine spy) 4

 (other contact) 3

Hunted by the Spanish 4

DOUBTS

GOALS

1. Discover who tried to kills you, and why

2. Repay your debts to those who have helped you, 
especially Leoninceno and Francesco Soderini

3.

MIND

Courtly etiquette 5

Disguise 5

Glider pilot 6

Pick locks 4

Plan all the angles 6

Play a role 5

See through lies 5

Street etiquette 4

Well-travelled 6

DAMAGE

SOUL

Determined 5

Fear of running water 3

Finds it hard to trust 6

Nightmares still 4

“You can trust me” 5

Woman with no past 6

DAMAGE

WEALTH

A working woman:  2d



VESPUCCI’S SIGIL

You led the mission to Madrid which convinced famous 
Florence-born explorer Amerigo Vespucci to break his 
contract with the Spanish king and thus opened up the 
New World to the Republic. The details are still 
shrouded in mystery, but as a token of his affection 
Vespucci gave you his very distinctive signet ring, 
recognized and respected by mariners everywhere.

Mark of Vespucci’s favor 9 (or +3d)

THE CLOCKWORK HEART

You are a true marvel of science - no wonder Niccolo 
Leoniceno regards you as his masterwork. Every twelve 
hours, you need to go through the painful and embarrassing 
chore of winding yourself up with the key you wear round 
your neck; you need to avoid immersion in water and 
lightning, but you live! And you can suspend your pulse 
for up to 10 minutes, have inhuman vigor and, well, are 
still alive...

Clockwork strength 6 (+2d)
Could rust 5
Resist disease +2d

†   WHAT ALL KNOW   ¢

It is the Year of Our Lord, 1510, and the world 
is changing.

Who knows what might have happened had 
Niccolo Machiavelli, secretary of the Ten of 
Freedom & Peace (the security council of the 
Italian Republic of Florence) had not 
recognized the true genius of Leonardo da 
Vinci? The Great Engineer might have wasted 
his time painting portraits of women and 
doodling. Instead, Florence’s screwcopters, 
gun-turtles and organ-guns make it secure 
against the armies of the Pope, Milan and the 
French and a haven for radical thinkers, artists 
and other inventors inspired by his example.

Machiavelli and his ally, Florentine president 
Pier Soderini, now preside over an era of 
headlong economic, social and political change. 
The Republics of Lucca and Siena are now 
subjects, the Duchy of Ferrara a subservient 
ally. As officine (workshops) and factories 
spread around Florence and the republic’s 
other cities, and as water-powered mills and 
hand-cranked spring-looms change the face of 
industry, a new working class is emerging. The 
‘Fearsome Pope’ Julius II thunders against 
‘godless clockocracy’ and his Inquisitors warn 
of crusades to come. The Medici banking 
family, who ruled Florence until the Great 
November Revolution of 1494, scheme in exile. 
Glittering Milan in the north tried last year to 
conquer the Republic, but its armies were 
shattered at Parma and now its envoys talk 
pacts with the French and the Pope. The 
brooding maritime power and police state 
which is Venice to the north-east affects not to 
care about what happens in the rest of Italy, 
being more concerned about its Mediterranean 
possessions and the rise of the Moslem 
Ottoman Empire, but its spies constantly seek 
out Florentine technology… 

Several stiletto knives +1d

Flint-lock pistol +2d (short-range)

Lock picks +2d

Make-up and simple disguise kit +2d

COMBINATION SWORD

A finely-made sword...with a built-in pistol for a nasty one-shot surprise!

Sword +2d                     Pistol +2d (short-ranged)


